
Responsive Partner

Follows the AAC user's lead and
builds connection through interaction.

Leads and controls interaction,
focusing on getting the "right"

answer.

Expands utterances and responds to all
communication attempts.

Focuses on performance, accuracy,
and testing vocabulary.

Uses comments and models
language on the AAC system.

Asks frequent questions and uses
prompts and cues.

Result: Increased attempts, longer
utterances, language growth.

Result: Short responses, reduced
initiation, feels like testing.

Directive Partner

Research demonstrates that responsive communication partner strategies—such as following the AAC user’s lead, modeling
language, and expanding utterances—facilitate engagement and language development, whereas directive, question-heavy

approaches can limit participation and reinforce passive roles (Midtlin et al., 2015; Wandin et al., 2022; Holyfield et al., 2018).
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