
Writing/Drawing
Writing, spelling,
drawing or typing

words for
communication. Nonverbal

Communication 
Facial expressions,

eye gaze, body
posture and

emotional cues. 

Gestural
Communication 

Using body movements
like pointing, reaching,

waving or leading
someone to an object
to convey meaning.

Sign
Language/Manual

Signs
Using formal signs

(like ASL) or
informal signs to

communicate.

Spoken Words
Spoken words,
unintelligible,

intelligible speech,
approximations,
vocalizations. 

AAC 

WHAT IS TOTAL
COMMUNICATION?

WHAT IS TOTAL
COMMUNICATION?

Non electronic, low
tech and high tech

communication devices.
These also include

symbols, objects, etc.
to communicate. 


