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AAC FOR VERBAL
COMMUNICATORS

Why use AAC for verbal communicators? This is a question that is

often asked. Many individuals with complex communication needs

have verbal speech. However, often this language can be limited

and is not accessible all of the time. Also, there still exists a

significant gap between receptive and expressive language.

HELPS REPAIR BREAKDOKWNS

Many students with CCN will often have
communication breakdowns. AAC can
help provide a way to repair these
breakdowns. Phrases and vocabulary
has be available, modeled and learned
to help assist with breakdowns.

REDUCES COGNITIVE AND EMOTIONAL LOAD

For many students with CCN, access to
more complex and academic
vocabulary can be difficult to access.
This is also true for emotional
vocabulary such as “worried”, “scared”,
etc. Having access to these words help
a student especially across contexts.

EXPANDS VOCABULARY

Students with CCN present with a gap
in receptive and expressive language
skills. Giving a robust communication
system, allows students to have access
to vocabulary they understand but may
not be able to recall verbally.

PROVIDES NEEDED VISUAL SUPPORTS

Visual supports can be key for students!
For example, when you ask a student
“Where did you go over the weekend?”
having access to a page of places can
help recall the place. This is true for
most people since we use visuals often!

PROVIDES CONSISTENCY ACROSS CONTEXTS

This is extremely important because
many people respond to students in
different ways. Having a device with
consistent vocabulary helps
communication partners use the same
language. For example, the phrase “This
is hard” during a class, can be modeled
across the day.

FASTER RESPONSES

For many students with CCN, processing
times can be slower. Having access to
visuals and vocabulary, can make
responding faster and more accurate.
This is especially important during
academic classes and social interaction
with peers.
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