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WHY ?

Time concepts develop from concrete to abstract.

Learners first understand time words that are tied to what is happening

right now (e.g., now, later).

As understanding grows, they learn to sequence events (before, after),
talk about days (today, yesterday, tomorrow), recognize daily cycles

(day/night), and describe parts of the day (morning, afternoon, evening).

Clock-based concepts such as AM and PM are the most abstract and
typically develop last because they rely on symbolic systems rather than

direct experience.

For AAC users, teaching time concepts in this order supports
comprehension, regulation, and meaningful communication by building
from lived experiences and routines before introducing abstract time

language.
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